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unimportant practically, however creditable to the men who
initiated It, it Is necessary to remember what were the
hazards religious toleration ran, how recent were the latest
explosions of bigotry, and the effect on the minds of men
of leaving on the Statute Book, at a time when the dynasty
stood In no danger and religion had disowned persecution,
the bloody rubrics of a Christianity that had taught men
to be loyal and devout In a dungeon or at the stake.
The spirit of toleration is not so rapid or so sturdy a
growth that men can be forgiven lightly, for leaving It
exposed to the pestilent exhalations of dead and withered
superstition.
It Is surely an equally mistaken view to suppose that
no mischief was done by leaving the legal injustices of the
Test and Corporation Acts to the rough adjustments of
evasion and commonsense Irregularity. Those Acts were
the most palpable of all the symbols of the political
ascendancy of the Church, and the political inferiority of
Dissent. To have abolished them in 1789, Instead of in
1828, would not merely have been to admit to civil rights
a number of men, who chafed under an unjust exclusion,
to have struck down fences and barriers, that the very
Bishops no longer excused forty years later; it would
have done something to check} Instead of perpetuating, a
spirit of disunion that had come into politics before 1789,
and certainly did not go out of politics In 1828. What
has been the curse of the Established Church, if It has
not been, that for one man like Jeremy Taylor or
William Paley, it has produced thousands of men like
Bishop Horsley, that It has for the most part clung to
every fragment and particle of political privilege with an
idolatrous attachment that has not always left it very
much reverence for Its spiritual obligations, that Its lack
of independence has betrayed it into an indiscriminate
mendicancy, that It has been sadly reluctant and afraid
to trust the success of Its cause to the energy of Its truth
and the devotion of Its ministers, that it has merged Its